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“How Are You Doing?”
“How Are You Doing?” Is probably the most common greeting we use here in the 
Midwest. I must confess that my normal answer is anything from a non-committal 
grunt to a complaint about the weather. 
Recently, I was challenged to reply with “I’m blessed!”  So far, I’m averaging about 
50%. When I do respond “correctly” I truly enjoy the varied replies from people 
ranging from blank stares to “so am I!”  This is more than an exercise in human 
behavior though. It’s the decision to see what is true -that when we stop and look 
around, our blessings are too numerous to count. Family, friends, good health, a 
warm home, plenty to eat compared to anywhere else in the world…and the list goes 
on. 
And it’s also a way for me to see accurately when there really are bad days:
I saw the son plop down in the chair, take off his glasses and rub his eyes. I took 
a moment to really look at him and then said: “You’re exhausted aren’t you?” His 
mother had died two days earlier. He looked over at me with faint surprise, then 
said “Yes!” what came after that was a stream of emotion pouring out of him: anger, 
curses, shouts, sighs, tears, laughter. Twenty minutes later, he sighed, straightened 
his shoulders and said “Thanks for letting me get that off my chest.”
And I love that phrase- like an elephant, our emotions sit on our chest and threaten 
to crush us, until we have to let them out. I heard a member of the clergy define the 
word “catharsis” as “an emotionally freeing release” and I thought of the son and his 
mother- a definite real life example.
People ask me sometimes if that is hard to be in a room with so much “catharsis” and 
I have to say one of the greatest privileges of my life is hearing the “confessions” of so 
many folks and telling them that “life happens” and that I am in no position to judge. 
In fact, it is with almost near certainty that I know I too will have a truly bad day. 
There are really only two ways I can prepare for this: 
One is to celebrate all the excellent days I have, to admit to all who ask that I am 
“Blessed!”. This daily proof will certainly be with me when I must face a really bad 
day. 
The second is the prayer that a friend will sit with me on that bad day. Perhaps you 
know someone right now who could use your friendship. 
As Memorial Day approaches, I am especially honored 
to have a friend of mine, Craig Tschetter, speak at our 
Memorial Day remembrance. As a Vietnam Veteran, his 
story is truly remarkable, and I hope you can attend. If 
you can’t perhaps you could make sure you find a veteran 
and thank them for their service. Veterans are a large part 
of why we Americans have so many blessed days, and 
when you think about it,  they are friends of this country. 
God Bless them and God Bless you as well. Carpe Diem!

Phil Schmitz

Hills of Rest
Cemetery
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OFFICE HOURS
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GATE HOURS
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 Here are some of our upcoming seminars you won’t want to miss 
 in the Wildwood Mausoleum at Hills of Rest Cemetery!

Cremation Seminar  - April 30, 2019 at 10AM
Come see the latest additions of glass and marble front niches in 

 the mausoleum and exterior granite columbarium niches. 
  Mark your calendar to attend and bring your questions.

Burial and Cremation Options  - June 27, 2019 at 10AM
We offer more interment choices than any other cemetery in the region.   

Learn about these options and get a personal tour of our cremation 
garden.

Entombment Options - Sept.17th  at 10AM
Did you know that we have crypts in our mausoleum?  Many people 

don’t know that Hills of Rest has the only mausoleum in Sioux Falls and 
surrounding communities.   Did you know that you can have your own 
private estate?  We have several options available.   Check this one out!

Seating is limited. To reserve a seat call 338-6551.

UPCOMING EVENTS

MEMORIAL DAY 2019
 We are pleased to announce our guest speaker, Craig Tschetter.

Craig is a Vietnam Veteran, as well as, an author.  His memoir entitled, 
 “Fifteen Minutes Ago” was published September 12, 2017.   

Craig was born and raised in Huron, South Dakota.  At age eighteen, he 
enlisted in the United State Marine Corps where he served as a combat 

radio operator for twenty months before returning to San Diego to 
complete his military service as a Drill Instructor. He was awarded the 

Navy Commendation Medal with a Combat V for valor, two Purple Hearts, 
Combat Action Ribbon and two Vietnamese’s Cross of Gallantry among 

other service medals. After his honorable discharge from the Marine Corps 
in 1971, he returned to South Dakota to attend college and start a family.
With a degree in Mortuary Science, he worked for over thirty years in the 

funeral service industry before retiring in 2005. In 2006, he joined his wife’s 
Insurance Agency as a licensed agent for ten years.  A resident of Brookings, 

SD since 1982, he and his wife, Della, raised two children; Jennifer and 
granddaughter reside in Florida, and Mark lives in Oregon.

Please join me in welcoming Craig Tschetter, Memorial Day 2019. 
Monday, May 25th at 11:00 AM in the Wildwood Mausoleum

HOT DOG!
Our annual Humane Society Pet Food Drive was an 

overwhelming success!  Over 2,800 pounds of food, as 
well as monetary donations. Precious Pets Grooming Salon 

graciously matched a full week of donations.
Congratulations to Julie Waagmeester;  

2019 winner of a dog grooming from Precious Pets.
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Need a little extra income?

We are looking for someone who would like 
to lead funeral processions into Hills of Rest 

Cemetery. If you are interested, please contact 
the Hills of Rest office at (605) 338-6551.
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E Traditional & Cremation Burial Spaces
for all Veterans & Military Personnel!*

Call for your appointment: 338-6551
*$250 Perpetual Care Fee not included

Have you seen the new  
niche additions at Hills of Rest?

Due to increased demand for cremation choices,  
we have added over 300 outdoor columbarium niches 

 and over 200 indoor niches.  The indoor niches are  
prelit, glass or marble fronted.   

Hills of Rest has the finest cremation offerings in the region. 
We offer personalization of the niche of your choice.   There 

are spaces for individuals, companions, and families. It is 
truly something you need to see for yourself.  Now is the 
perfect time to stop in and check them out.  Call for an 

appointment at (605) 338-6551 or stop by.



Starting at noon the Friday before Memorial Day, (May 24th) the cemetery allows all 
types of arrangements both real and artificial throughout the Memorial Day week 
until the weekend after Memorial Day (June 2nd). If you are concerned about theft 
of a special plant or arrangement, please consider retrieving your arrangement 

sooner rather than later. As always, we will have staff at the blue tent on the 
cemetery grounds throughout Memorial Day weekend. We offer flower bouquets 

for sale, but we can also help you locate graves, help with a stuck flower vase and 
answer any questions.

There are three ways to pre-order your Memorial Day Flowers.  
All flower orders must be in by Friday, May 17th.

1. By Post (if you receive a mailer).   2. On-line at www.HillsOfRest.com  3. In Person in our office or call us at 338-6551.

Memorial Day Tips!
Swan Song from the conservators of Hills of Rest Cemetery
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TIME-VALUED MAIL

Memorial Day Surveys Helps Us Serve You Better 
Every year, Hills of Rest hands out a small survey to all Memorial 
Day weekend visitors. The survey helps cemetery management to 
discover and resolve any problems, as well as to fulfill cemetery 
visitors’ interests. From the surveys that are returned we have 
a random drawing and award a prize. Last year’s Memorial Day 
drawing winners were Darwin Falor, Dean Semmler, & Carol Anderson. If you receive a survey when you visit 
Hills of Rest during the Memorial Day weekend, be sure to complete it and turn it in.


